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his party, and his eventual defeat was generally
attributed to an untoward event among his own ad-
herents at the close of the campaign. At a politi-
cal reception in the interest of Elaine among New
York clergymen, the Reverend Dr. Burchard spoke
of the Democratic party as "the party of rum,
Romanism, and rebellion." Unfortunately Elaine
did not hear him distinctly enough to repudiate this
slur upon the religious belief of millions of Amer-
ican citizens, and alienation of sentiment caused by
the tactless and intolerant remark could easily ac-
count for Elaine's defeat by a small margin. He
was only 1149 votes behind Cleveland in New York
in a poll of over 1,125,000 votes and only 23,005
votes behind in a national poll of over 9,700,000
votes for the leading candidates. Of course Cleve-
land in his turn was a target of calumny, and in his
case the end of the campaign did not bring the
customary relief. He was pursued to the end of
his public career by active, ingenious, resourceful,
personal spite and steady malignity of political
opposition from interests whose enmity he had
incurred while Governor of New York.

The situation which confronted Cleveland when
he became President was so complicated and em-
barrassing that perhaps even the most sagacious